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INTERVIEW WITH
Mitsumasa YONAI

Date: 2 March 1946

Place: Room 730, Meiji Building, Tokyo

President: Mitsumasa YONAI
Shinichi KONDO, Central Liaison Office
Mr. Roy L. Morgan, Interrogator

On 2 March 1946 the writer had an interview with Admiral Mitsumasa YONAL

During this interview Admiral YONAI stated that he was the Minister of the Navy from 2
February 1937 to October 1939, and that he was Prime Minister from 16 January 1940 to 21
July 1940. He stated that on 14 May 1937, at which time he was Minister of the Navy, the
Cabinet Planning Board was forV

The fundamental reason for this Cabinet Planning Board was for the purpose of having
the army control the government through this Board. It was entirely an army organization.
General opinion among the army group, and of Teiichi SUZUKI was that the Planning Board
would be an excellent instrument for the army to use in controlling the government. The
plan was drawn up by the army and presented to the Cabinet by Cabinet Secretary Akira
KAZAMI® YONALI stated that he did not know who in the army had prepared the plan,
inasmuch as the preparation of such an organization would be a military secret, however, it
was well understood by all members of the Cabinet that the army had prepared the proposal
of the organization of the Cabinet Planning Board. As Cabinet Secretary Akira KAZAMI had
stated so at the Cabinet meeting.

General SUGIYAMA, who was Minister of War at the time, spoke up in favor of this
organization and stated to the Cabinet in the presence of YONAI that the plan was one
prepared by the Army. No member of the Cabinet oppo (sic) the plan to organize the
Cabinet Planning Board, as all were afraid of the army influence, and since it was an army
plan there was no one who offered any opposition to it. He stated that, legally speaking,
SUGIYAMA, the Minister of War, was responsible, but that SUZUKI and HOSHINO were
known to have taken a large portion of the responsibility in fostering same. He stated that
he knew of no one that could state specifically that these men were responsible, but it was
such that most people had common knowledge that these individuals, along with other army

officers, were primarily responsible. He stated that HOSHINO was undoubtedly used to great
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advantage in the preparation of the Planning Board organization, since he had considerable
experience in such planning in Manchuria. He stated that SUZUKI was an opportunist and in
connection with this board followed the strongest influence, which was that of the army.

In July of 1937, while Minister of the Navy, the Marco Polo Bridge Incident occurred in
China. It was YONAT's opinion that the Incident was planned, and although a rough plan was
nevertheless the result of desk work planning. He stated he does not know whether the idea
of the Marco Polo Bridge Incident originated in Tokyo or on the spot. He further stated that
he could not name any particular person responsible for this incident, other than the
Japanese army as a unit. At the time there was a general atmosphere in the army that such
incidents could be instigated easily.

Two days after the Incident on July 9, 1937, there was a discussion in the Cabinet
concerning the matter. General SUGIY AMA told YONAI that the army was not responsible,
when the question came up, that if the army had such an idea in mind to create an incident
it could be worked out without much trouble. For example, if China should receive a report
that the Japanese army intended to mobilize, such an incident would be sufficient in itself
and that China would make a concession on the threat of mobilization alone. This was
SUGIYAMA's explanation of the incident to the Cabinet at the time. He tried to place
responsibility for the incident on China.

At that time SUGIYAMA asked that Japan send an army to China. Many of the Cabinet
members were against this, as they felt that the incident should be settled on the spot for
fear that it might expand into actual war. The Cabinet members knew from previous
experience that the Japanese army had created the incident. It was the natural conclusion,
as that was the way the army operated on previous occasions, such as the Tienan Incident.

The Tienan Incident occurred during the period of General TANAKA'’s Cabinet, around
1929. At the time the Tienan Incident was created by the army to strengthen TANAKA's
Cabinet.

In reference to the Manchurian Incident, also army engineered, when it occurred everyone
was surprised because they did not feel that the Japanese army would go so far. He stated
that this incident was created principally by General DOIHARA and General ITAGAKI as
they were on the spot in Manchuria. With reference to the Manchurian Incident, it is well
known that General ARAKI envisaged an expansionist policy in China at the time. Although
not sure of ARAKT's direct responsibility for the Manchurian Incident, he knew that ARAKI
approved of the army policy if the handling of same. At no time did ITAGAKI or DOIHARA
deny any part in the Manchurian Incident or any responsibility since they were in charge of

the army in China at the time. In fact, Admiral YONAI was told by ITAGAKI that Japanese
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expansion is necessary to control China. He said this on many occasions. He never said how
it was to be done, as the army people never discussed their plans.

Around June or July of 1939, when General ITAGAKI was Minister of War the same
cabinet with YONAI ITAGAKI told him that Japan should enter into a military alliance
with Germany for two reasons: first, the Japanese army is pro-German, Germany is now
strong and Japan should not “miss the bus”; and, second, Japan, if it entered into a military
alliance would have a better chance to expand into China by aggression. He further stated
that the military group, and he, were determined to control China. ITAGAKI left no room
for doubt in his conversation with YONAI that it was the army’s intention to eventually
control China, and that, in short, China was to become part of Japan.

Subsequent to the Marco Polo Bridge Incident, the army was somewhat quiet until the
Shanghai Incident which occurred on August 13, 1937, when the Chinese army encircled
Shanghai and engaged in a clash with the Japanese marines. YONALI stated that this was a
direct result of the Marco Polo Bridge Incident, and that the Chinese army would never
have bothered the Japanese marines if it had not been for the creation of the Marco Polo
Bridge Incident by the Japanese army, which caused an anti-Japanese feeling among the
Chinese around Shanghai, particularly as the Japanese troops had be n (sic) driving south
slowly after the Incident of the Marco Polo Bridge.

General SUGIYAMA asked the Cabinet to send more troops to China, so that the Japanese
civilians and the army would be protected. As a result, the Cabinet sent some two or three
divisions. They were sent to North China from Manchuria, Korea and Japan proper. As the
result, it turned out to be an actual war between China and Japan. After the Shanghai
Incident, SUGIYAMA and ITAGAKI asked for more troops and money for war in China.
There was no opposition in the Cabinet, as Cabinet members were afraid of the army group.
By the ti e (sic) Admiral YONALI left the Cabinet in 1939, he was of the opinion that there
were approximately three to four million troops in China.

It was the general belief in army circles at the time that Japan should not miss this
opportunity to get control in China. SUZUKI was very powerful in the army at the time and
naturally, never having heard any military man express a different view, it was the natural
opinion that SUZUKI had the same belief that Japan should now gain control in China.
YONAI stated that he did not recall any specific incident of an army man expressing this
view, although it is well known and common knowledge because of the army’s policy
towards expansion and control of China.

With reference to MATSUOKA, YONALI stated that MATSUOKA was of theopinion (sic)

that if a military alliance could be consumated (sic) ®) that the United States would never
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challenge Japan's expansion into China. He felt that MATSUOKA had long had this idea, as
he was naturally influenced by the Japanese army in Manchuria while he was president of
the Manchuria Rail Road. YONAI does not know of any concrete of the influencing of
MATSUOKA by the army.

YONALI stated that NOMURA came to visit him and asked his advice concerning the
acceptance of the post of Ambassador to the United States upon the request of
MATSUOKA. He stated that he told NOMURA that he opposed his going to the United
States as MATSUOKA would not give him a free hand in dealing with the United States. He
understands that NOMURA refused MATSUOKA's offer and that NOMURA again returned
to YONAI for advice. On that second occasion NOMURA was inclined to accept the
appointment, since MATSUOKA had told him that the idea of the Tripartite Pact was to aid
in influencing the United States to conciliate on the China question.

This is the first interrogation of YONAI After completion of the interrogation, information
obtained from him will be drawn up in the form of a statement with the request that he sign
same.

General Akira (Sho) MUTO, in the opinion of YONAI was a very strong influence and
probably the most influential member of the army in 1940. He stated that although he had no
direct proof, he was satisfied that MUTO was responsible for the young officers making an
attempt on his, YONAT's life in June of 1940. He stated that he never talked to MUTO, but it
is general knowledge, although there is no direct evidence, that MUTO was primarily
responsible for the attempt. He recalled that Prince KONOYE tried to curb the influence of
the military group by the creation of IRAA, which the army used to its own advantage. In
other words, KONOYE attempted to create an institution to curb the military group, and the
military group took advantage of the organization to the extent that it became a powerful
instrument furthering the army’s policies. He stated that General MUTO was responsible for
the IRAA being turned into a fascist organization and not one for the people, and that
MUTO tried to increase the army’s influence with this organization. He stated that he,
YONALI foresaw the danger in the establishment of the IRAA and opposed it because he felt
that it could be used to advantage to the army. Because of this, and because of his being
opposed to the alliance with Germany, MUTO, who was Chief of the Military Affairs Bureau
at the time YONAI was Prime Minister, forced his cabinet to fall.

Because of the way that the army operated, YONAI had no direct evidence that MUTO
was responsible, however, he stated that many things happen in Japan, and although there is

no direct evidence, everyone knows who is responsible, and so it was in the case of MUTO.
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Interrogation of
Admiral YONAI, Mitsumasa

Date and Time: 13 May 1946, 1115

Place: Room 300-A, War Ministry Bldg.

Present: YONAI, Mitsumasa
MIZOTA, Shinichi (Admiral YONAT's interpreter)
Roy L. Morgan, Interrogator
Ingeborg Hyden, Stenographer

Q. Admiral, during the last days of the war, the SUZUKI cabinet was formed. Were you a
member of SUZUKI's cabinet which brought about a surrender on the part of Japan to the
us?

A. Yes. I was Navy Minister in SUZUKT's cabinet at the time of the surrender.

Q. Do you recall the discussion at the Cabinet meeting leading up to the surrender?

A. Yes.

Q. Could you give me the details of the different proposals?

A. One proposal, coming from Foreign Minister TOGO, was that the Potsdam Declaration
should be accepted subject to one condition but that condition to be insisted upon absolutely.
That condition was continuance or maintenance of the Emperor system, and this was
supported by me. The other favored attachment of two or three conditions, coming
principally from the army, and had to do with question of trials of war criminals and the
form that disarmament should take after the surrender as well as the retention of the
Emperor system. As the Cabinet members were not able to come to an agreement the
matter was presented directly to the Emperor who, without any hesitation, decided in favor
of supporting the former, namely, one condition, which was sponsored by TOGO and
supported by me. The Emperor’s decision was adopted and then every member unanimously
agreed.

Q. Were all members of SUZUKI's, Kentaro (sic), Cabinet present during these discussions?
A. Yes, they were all present.

Q. Could you give me the name of the individuals that opposed the plan of surrender
submitted by TOGO and you?

A. The Army Minister, I remember definitely. I am not so sure about the other, but I believe

that two others opposed that plan, and they were the Home Minister, ABE, Genki and the

33



Justice Minister.

Q. Did SUZUKI, Kentaro (sic), support the plan of surrender submitted by TOGO and you?
A. Yes. He favored TOGO'’s proposal. Admiral SUZUKI was undoubtedly in favor of TOGO'’s
plan but Premier’s position in Japan is such that in the course of a discussion of that kind he
does not come out one way or the other very clearly so when there is not an agreement it is
he who proposes that it should be brought to the Imperial attention. On the contrary, had
the Cabinet been able to come to an agreement on the second proposal, namely, to accept
two or three conditions, and had the Premier taken that decision for the Emperor’'s approval,
the Emperor then would have had no choice but to give his approval also, such is the system
even though the Emperor might feel the other way about it. Were the matter put up to him
as a Cabinet decision he would have no choice. In this connection, though it has no bearing in
this question, such was the situation that prevailed at the time of the opening of hostilities. In
other words, had the Cabinet not been able to come to a unanimous decision to declare war
against the United States, then the Emperor, since he was personally strongly opposed to the
war, would have disapproved commencement of war, but TOJO took the proposal to him as
the unanimous decision of the Cabinet and the Emperor had no choice under our system.

Q. Is there a written record of the discussions concerning the terms of the surrender, in the
SUZUKI Cabinet?

A. Minutes of cabinet meetings were not required to be taken down. Some time (sic)
individual members, or Chief Secretaries of the Cabinet, take their own notes, but I do not
remember that anybody was taking notes on that occasion.

Q. Do you recall what date these conversations took place?

A. T think it was around the 9th or 10th of August, 1945. Perhaps a day or two earlier.
Perhaps about the 8th or 9th or thereabout, because the Imperial rescript was issued on the
14th.

Q. Did any of the members of the Army clique that are amongst the accused, approach you
with regard to the terms of surrender?

A. No.
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